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his parents were Protestants, and it is very probable that their son studied
at Winchester School.    After becoming a Catholic, young Bird went to
Rheims, apparently for the purpose of studying for the priesthood, but
left without having taken holy orders.    The cause of this step does not
appear, but after his return to England he showed great zeal for the
ancient faith, and was, in consequence, more than once arrested.    If Fr.
Garnet's statement referred to, be correct, the last seizure must have been
in or about 1582 or 1583, and the place was at Mr Jerome Hethe's house.
This gentleman is described as late a " Citizen of Bruxelles," and he may
have been a relative of the deprived Archbishop of York, and  also a
member of the family of Hethe of PetersfiekL   The priest-hunters, it seems,
were really after a much more important quarry, Fr. H. Garnet, sometime
Provincial of the Jesuits in England.1    But it was all fish that came to the
pursuivants' net, and so young Mr Bird was taken as next best substitute
for the famous Jesuit.    From the latter's statement that Bird had been
" almost continuously in custody " for ten years, it is to be gathered that
the young man had been at liberty for some time when thus accidentally
captured.   He was brought up for trial at the Winchester Lent Assizes,
1592, before Sir Edmund Anderson, Lord Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas, a great upholder of the Burleigh-Walsingham policy, and, con-
sequently, a sworn foe of the Catholics.    His Lordship's charge to the
jury, which was characteristic, ran as follows:   " Here you have John
[James] Bird, a recusant.   You know what a recusant means ?  A recusant is
one who refuses to go to church.   This no one does, except those who have
been reconciled to the Church of Rome; but he that is reconciled to the
Church of Rome is a rebel and a traitor.    Now you know what you have to
do."    After the inevitable verdict of guilty and sentence of death, Mr Bird
was kept long in prison, and once when led out to execution and then brought
back again, he showed manifest signs of grief at the respite.   He had his
desire on 25th March, 1593, the feast of the Annunciation of Our Lady,
when he was taken to the place of execution " cauled Bardiche," and there
hanged, drawn and quartered, according to sentence.    Before being cast
off the ladder, the Martyr had this remarkable dialogue with the Sheriff:
BIRD: " I beg you, Mr Sheriff, seeing that I am a native of this city,
that you would grant me one favour before I die."
SHERIFF:  " What favour? "
BIRD:  " Tell me what I am to die for/'
SHERIFF: " I know not. You received the death-sentence in the
presence of the Judge. Who can know better than you the reason for
which you were condemned ? "
1 From 1587 till his death 1606, for his alleged share in the Gunpowder Plot of the preceding
'ear.